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Vision 2050 Forestry was established in the 1990’s as a 
Community Based NGO, in the Kwaebibrim district of 
Ghana, with the objective of alerting farmers and local 
communities to the negative consequences of 
deforestation and the uncontrolled exploitation of 
natural forest resources. At the time the plight of 
tropical forests, local people and communities attracted 
little attention from officialdom despite rural poverty 
being recognised internationally as a root cause of 
deforestation.  
 

 
 
Vision 2050 Forestry started a pilot reforestation and 
agro-forestry project as a poverty reduction strategy 
bringing specialist knowledge, tree saplings and 
expertise to the region, working with existing traditional 
and community groups. The outcome of this initial thrust 
now includes a thriving reforestation project in 850 
communities involving over 300,000 farmers as 
beneficiaries. 
 
Vision 2050 Forestry recognises that forests play a very 
important role in sustaining human and animal life. They 
house over 60% of the world’s biodiversity and provide 
humanity with many products including food, medicine, 
fuel, lumber, etc. Forests also have important and 
irreplaceable ecological roles; preventing soil erosion; 
protecting watersheds; controlling stream and water 
flows; regulating atmospheric conditions; preventing 
floods and landslides. Globally these positive attributes 
are being more widely recognised, however 
deforestation remains one of the most serious 
environmental challenges of our time. 

 
Using donations, funds, and profits from investments 
Vision 2050 Forestry is working to expand tree cover 
projects which include seed collection, nursery 
development, transplanting and subsequent 
maintenance by local community workers. Processes of 
reforestation, afforestation, agro-forestry and new 
plantation to create local rural jobs, diversify agricultural 
incomes into more sustainable livelihoods and develop 
agro-forestry opportunities. 
  

The World Bank has recently stated that Ghana’s forest 
cover almost halved since 2000, with just 4.6 million 
hectares remaining by 2011 and an annual deforestation 
rate of 2% (135,000 hectares) a year. Only 1.6 million 
hectares currently remains in actual forest reserves. 
 
The main reasons for this decline have been outlined by 
the FAO as: 

(i) agricultural expansion, particularly for cocoa 
production;  

(ii) harvesting for fuel wood and charcoal, illegal 
logging, wildfires and biomass burning; 

(iii) population and development pressure; 
(iv) mining and mineral exploitation. 

 
The domestic timber market is supplied mainly by 
informal sources using unsustainable practices and 
absorbs about 85% of timber production, which exceeds 
the annual allowable cut. Although timber demand is 
high there has been limited wide scale investment in 
new production or plantations because of weak enabling 
conditions. 
 
Ghana’s forest cover maybe extinct in less than 25 years 
without positive intervention. It requires a massive 
effort from the public sector, consumers of forest 
products, and those directly responsible for tree 
removal, to achieve a halt and reversal of the wanton 
destruction of Ghana’s forest cover. Working to provide 
rural communities with knowledge, expertise and secure 
local incomes are all recognised globally as sustainable 
measures to help reduce poverty and lower the 
incidences of both poverty driven and criminal activity 
illegal logging. Deforestation is a complex problem but 
securing the support of local community groups is seen 
as key to tackling the issue in any region.  
 

 
 
At Vision 2050 Forestry we recognise it is also possible to 
replace much of what has been lost and manage the 
remaining natural forest cover on both sustainable and 
protected forest basis. Well-managed forest plantations 
are viable in Ghana and can supply timber on a 
commercial scale, providing rural incomes in conjunction 
with agro-forestry projects thereby reducing poverty, 
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one the main drivers of deforestation. The government 
of Ghana and the global community are not oblivious of 
the many consequences of deforestation on the 
economy of a country and the general well-being of its 
citizenry. 
 
Agricultural crop yields are dwindling. Once robust 
perennial streams are now drying up. The implication of 
this phenomenon on the current food security situation 
of the country is critical. Against this background Vision 
2050 Forestry conceived the “Revolution of 
Afforestation, Reforestation and Sustainable Agro-
Forestry Projects” that to date has been successfully 
rolled out in over 850 rural communities, benefitting 
300,000 farmers and their families. Facing the challenges 
of climate change we shall succeed as a nation if the 
individual, policy makers, traditional rulers, NGO’s and 
all corporate bodies can be awakened to replenish the 
environment. 
 
National poverty reduction strategies, together with the 
development aid that supports them, tend to exclude 
forest programmes. Yet the FAO estimates that over 300 
million people in the developing world, including 60 
million people classed as indigenous, live within or close 
to tropical forests and are heavily dependent on forest 
products for their livelihoods, food, fuel and medicine. In 
Ghana the majority of these people fall into the category 
of extreme poor whose plight the United Nations 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) are supposed to 
address. Therefore the primary goal of the Carbon Credit 
Project - Ghana is to eradicate poverty by developing 
and sustaining an effective system of forest extension 
and public education. Ensuring a greater awareness, 
appreciation and management of Ghanaian forests with 
regard to the multiple roles and values of each tree, the 
forest and forest lands. 
 
Our Objectives: 
Ultimately, the project will assist the Government and 
people of Ghana to: 

 Reclaim degraded forest of the country by 
planting one billion trees over a five year period 
and thereby improve the climatic conditions for 
food production, water security and good health. 

 Reduce poverty in the rural communities by 
opening up avenues for employment creation in 
parallel with both Ghana government policy of 
poverty reduction and the UN Millennium 
Development Goals. New jobs conserving natural 
resources, in ecotourism, managing commercial 
plantations, and improving incomes from 
agricultural diversification and agro-forestry.  

 Help rejuvenate and save river bodies which have 
been destroyed as a result of wanton destruction 
of forests in water catchment areas. Minimising 
the future impact and occurrence of seasonal 
droughts and famines with their associated social 
and health implications. 

 Help decongest the country's urban centers by 
stimulating urban-rural migration. 

 
Beneficiaries 
The direct beneficiaries of the project are the numerous 
small and medium-scale farmers who have already 
bought into, or will join, the ‘new’ concept of tree 
farming. They will receive planting materials and 
technical advice at no cost and also observe significant 
increases in their farm output and incomes. Ultimately 
entire communities, the District Assemblies, the nation, 
and the entire global community for that matter, will 
benefit through preservation of water bodies, reduction 
in both soil degradation and atmospheric carbon, and 
general improvements of the natural environment. 
 
Frank Kofi Frempong - Chairman 
Vision 2050 Forestry 
July 2015     
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