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The Nigeria Summit  

The dawn of a new day? 

March 7th and 8th 2016 · Intercontinental, Lagos, Nigeria 

INTRODUCTION 

Over the years, The Economist Events’ Nigeria Summit has charted a country in the process of great 

transition. The year 2015 was particularly significant with the country making history in its 

presidential elections and experiencing its first democratic power transfer.  

Nigeria is now Africa’s leading economy and an investment hotspot for some of the world’s largest 

brands. Despite the recent dramatic fall in oil prices, a 6.5% average growth rate for non-oil sectors 

over the last three years, suggests dynamism far beyond the country’s historical mainstay of oil and 

gas.  

Nine months on from President Buhari taking office, The Economist Events’ 2016 Nigeria Summit will 

bring together the key government ministries, industry and business leaders as well as 

representatives of Nigerian civil society; together with international investors, economists and 

academics to discuss and debate what the future holds for Nigeria and how the country can take its 

place among the world’s top emerging markets.  

SUMMIT AGENDA 

 

DAY ONE - Monday, March 7th 2016 

07:45 registration and refreshments 

09:15 Chairmen’s Welcome 

09:25 OPENING ADDRESS 

 

Invited speaker:  

HE Muhammadu Buhari, President, Federal Republic of Nigeria 

10:00 international keynote address 

 

Invited speaker: 

John F. Kerry, Secretary of State, United States 

10:30 EIU FORECAST: Outlook on growth and challenges ahead 
In this opening session, a leading forecaster from the Economist Intelligence Unit will provide an 
overview of the global macro-economic picture, talking through the growth prospects for Nigeria, 
Africa and its major trading partners and identifying scenarios and risks which investors should 
prepare for. 
 
Speaker:  
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Pat Thaker, Regional Director, Middle East and Africa, Economist Intelligence Unit 
 
11:10 MORNING REFRESHMENTS 

11:40 HIGH-LEVEL PANEL DISCUSSION: The dawn of a new day? 
Since President Buhari took office in May 2015, a spirit of change has spread through the country.  
In this high-level panel discussion, a selection of Nigerian as well as foreign business leaders will 
reflect on the changes that they have witnessed over the last 9 months and what they would like to 
see happen in the near future.  What progress has been made so far? How are the regulatory and 
legal environments changing to facilitate growth and investment? What role does foreign 
investment play? Where are the bottlenecks that require reform? What is the responsibility of the 
private sector? 
 
Confirmed panellist: 
Herbert Wigwe, Chief Executive Officer, Access Bank 
 
12:30 KEYNOTE INTERVIEW: Nigeria on the regional and global stage 
Nigeria is now Africa’s leading economy, overtaking South Africa in 2014 to become the continent’s 
largest nation in terms of GDP.  The country is at the heart of the continent’s economic renaissance. 
This discussion will examine Nigeria’s role on the African continent as well as on a global stage. The 
prospects for greater cross-border action to boost regional economic integration will be assessed as 
well as moves to improve trade across borders in the region.  
 
13:00 LUNCH 
 
14:15 AFTERNOON KEYNOTE INTERVIEW: Investment from abroad 
In this exclusive interview, a key foreign investor will discuss his experience operating in the African 
banking space and the role he sees FDI playing in the future. The interview will delve into the central 
opportunities which attracted the interviewee to invest in the region, their ambitions for an African 
banking presence and the challenges and risks they face in operating a leading bank from abroad.  
 
Confirmed speaker:  
Bob Diamond, Founder and Chief Executive Officer, Atlas Merchant Capital 
 
14:40 PANEL DISCUSSION: Hand-in-hand—Economic growth and security 
Dramatically reducing poverty is not just a matter of personal morality but also of national security. 
Economic growth and national security are intrinsically linked. In this discussion, the expert speakers 
will share their insights in to how Nigeria can overcome the challenges it faces in order to achieve 
economic diversification, job creation and a more effective conversion of growth into rising incomes 
for the country’s 173m citizens. 
 
15:20 KEYNOTE INTERVIEW: The economy after oil—restructuring public finances 
Oil and gas account for more than 90% of Nigeria’s export earnings and contribute around three 
quarters of government revenue but when oil prices dropped last year, Nigeria’s currency, the naira, 
fell by 18% against the US dollar over a six-month period, underscoring the need for diversification.   

In this keynote interview, the discussion will focus on the government’s economic policy moving 
forward, the challenges that need to be overcome and how officials plan to plug the hole in the 
public finances that the fall in oil prices has opened up whilst reducing extreme poverty.  
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15:40 AFTERNOON REFRESHMENTS 

16:00 PANEL DISCUSSION: Innovation, entrepreneurship and diversification – breaking down the 
barriers 
The vast majority of companies in Nigeria are micro, small and medium-sized enterprises 
(SMEs).  Small and medium sized enterprises act as engines of diversification.  Nigeria’s government 
has shown strong interest in nurturing SMEs, launching funding tools, lowering business registration 
costs by 60% and adopting pioneering technologies in agriculture and financial services. However, 
little is known about the world of entrepreneurs, such as how funding is attained and the obstacles 
holding them back.  

How can a culture of entrepreneurship be fostered and cultivated further? Where is innovation 
coming from? What impact are global disruptive technologies having in Nigeria? What further 
incentives can the government introduce to increase research and development in innovation? What 
does innovation in Nigeria look like and will it meet national needs? How can the public and private 
sectors collaborate to innovate?  

16:50 PANEL DISCUSSION: Fostering the skills for a prosperous future 
Nigeria is facing one of the world’s worst learning crises and desperately needs to rethink education. 
Due to rapid population growth, there are now more than 10m out of school children. 

What is the government planning next? What is the responsibility of the private sector to train and 
develop the nation’s youth? How can vocational training, internships and apprenticeships provide a 
solution?  

Confirmed panellist:  
Amy Jadesimi, Managing Director, LADOL (Lagos Deep Offshore Logistics Base) 

17:30 Chairmen’s closing remarks 

17:40 CLOSE OF DAY ONE AND DRINKS RECEPTION 

 

 

DAY TWO – Tuesday, March 8th 2016 

07:45 REGISTRATION AND REFRESHMENTS 

09:15 Chairmen’s welcome and re-cap of day one 

09:25 KEYNOTE PANEL: The state governor panel 
Nigeria is made up of 36 states which enjoy considerable autonomy. In this opening panel 
discussion, a selection of state governors will share their views on what needs to be done to 
encourage increased investment and sustained growth.  

10:10 PANEL DISCUSSION: Providing a healthy future for the Nigerian people 
Nigeria has been working towards universal healthcare since 2005 however, its healthcare indicators 
have stagnated or worsened during the past decade. Couple this with an expanding middle class and 
there is increasing pressure on healthcare reforms. How can the Nigerian Government and private 
sector collaborate to widen the availability of healthcare services? 

11:00 MORNING REFRESHMENTS 

11:30 PANEL DISCUSSION: Infrastructure and power: The foundations of growth 
Nigeria’s road and rail system remains insufficient and its energy sector, inefficient. These are the 
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biggest obstacles to a flourishing economy. However is this all about to change?  Nigeria’s 
privatisation of the power sector holds promise for fixing the country’s energy supply, but when will 
its impact be felt? Will persistent low oil prices impact on capital spending on infrastructure or will 
investment in infrastructure be prioritised?  

12:20 PANEL DISCUSSION: Agriculture: Reaping what you sow 
McKinsey, a consulting firm, believes that Nigeria could easily double its agricultural output over the 
next 15 years by introducing some simple reforms. Some of these reforms have already been made. 
However, what more can and needs to be done?  

13:00 CLOSING KEYNOTE: Beyond the horizon  

13:30 Chairmen’s closing remarks 

13:45 CLOSE OF SUMMIT AND NETWORKING LUNCH 

 
 


